FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
of the Left to pursue the defeated enemy, the vanquished were
coming to the conclusion that little success was evidently to
be expected along the line hitherto pursued. The Republic
was evidently too strongly entrenched for the success of a
frontal attack—i.e. open support of a monarchical restoration.
No relaxation of existing legislation, no recrudescence of
Catholic influence could be expected so long as the Church
was identified with the enemies of the existing regime. The time
had come for a new policy, and Pope Leo XIII., through the
intermediary of Cardinal Lavigerie, Archbishop of Algiers,
proclaimed the acceptance of the Republic as a fact which in
itself had no moral or religious significance. "When the will
of a people has been clearly expressed, and the form of its
government has nothing contrary to the principles which
alone can direct the life of Christian civilized nations, when
the frank acceptance (adhesion sans arriere-pensee) of that form
of government is the only way of saving your country from
threatening ruin, then the time has come to declare the experi-
ment to have been finally made and, in order to put an end
to our divisions, to sacrifice all that honour and conscience
allow, and in fact command us to sacrifice for the safety of the
country." To prevent any attempt at making of these words
but the personal opinions of the Cardinal, the Vatican issued
a letter of approval. The new policy was fairly launched.
The instruments of the policy were ready to hand in the
persons of a little group of Catholic Conservatives, weary of
what was proving to be a perfectly futile opposition. " Accept
Republicanism," they said-^-what were, after all, such political
labels?—" and it will be possible to form a really constructive
Catholic party which would no longer be suspect to Republicans
and would have a good chance of securing recognition and
legal freedom for a no longer subversive Catholicism." After
some preliminary discussions these formed themselves into a
new political group, which soon numbered some forty Deputies.
Their programme was simple: " No questioning of existing
institutions, no revolution from Right or Left, but a number
of reforms, including complete freedom for municipalities to
place elementary schools in the hands of clergy or religious
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